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FORWARD

In a world where technology is constantly reshaping the landscape of healthcare, ethical 
considerations have never been more crucial. Dentistry, as a vital branch of healthcare, is not 
exempt from these ethical challenges. Dental professionals stand at the intersection of science, 
technology, and humanity, making decisions that impact not only the oral health of their 
patients but also their overall well-being and quality of life.

I am honored to write the foreword for the book titled "Bioethics in Dentistry" that showcases 
the remarkable work being conducted at Santosh Deemed to be University under the National 
Dental Bioethics Program, formerly under UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, Haifa. As we navigate the 
intricate realm of dental ethics, this book emerges as a beacon, illuminating the path towards 
conscientious and compassionate dental practice.

Dentistry's ethical framework is woven with threads of informed consent, confidentiality, and 
the utmost respect for patient autonomy. These principles serve as the compass guiding us 
through the complex ethical dilemmas we encounter daily. Bioethics is an ever-evolving field 
that plays a crucial role in dentistry and healthcare as a whole. It encompasses principles, values, 
and guidelines that pertain to moral issues arising from advancements in scientific research, 
technology, and patient care. It is imperative for dental professionals to not only possess 
proficient clinical skills but also be ethically responsible individuals.

Santosh Deemed to be University has been at the forefront of dental education and research, 
driven by a commitment towards providing quality healthcare and holistic patient-centric 
services. We believe that fostering an ethical and morally conscientious environment is 
fundamental to achieving this goal.

The National Dental Bioethics Program, established under the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, Haifa, 
has been instrumental in promoting ethical practices in dentistry at institutional, regional, 
national, and international levels.

This book serves as a comprehensive manual that encompasses the myriad aspects of bioethics 
in dentistry. It highlights the accomplishments and groundbreaking research conducted at 
Santosh Deemed to be University as part of the National Dental Bioethics Program. From ethical 
considerations in patient care to the responsible use of technology and the protection of 
participants in dental research, this book delves into areas of paramount importance in dental 
bioethics.

Dr P Mahalingam 
Founder Chairman
MD (General Medicine)
DM (Cardiology), FCCP

contd.
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FORWARD

As you embark on this journey through the pages of this book, I urge you to consider it not just as 
a resource but as a trusted companion in your practice. Our shared goal, as doctors and 
healthcare providers, is to integrate ethical principles seamlessly into the fabric of dental care. 
This book stands as a testament to our commitment to this noble pursuit.

Additionally, this publication showcases the collaborative efforts of dental professionals from 
around the world, providing an international perspective on bioethical challenges and solutions. 
It serves as a testament to the commitment and dedication of individuals in the field, working 
collectively to enhance the ethical dimension of dentistry.

I commend the editors, authors, and contributors for their invaluable insights and contributions 
to this book. Their expertise and commitment to ethical dental practices will undoubtedly serve 
as an inspiration to current and future professionals in the field.

I would like to extend my gratitude to the National Dental Bioethics Program and the UNESCO 
Chair in Bioethics for their continuous support and guidance. I am confident that this book will 
serve as a vital resource for all dental professionals, educators, researchers, and students 
interested in bioethics in dentistry.

Let us continue our journey towards ethical dental practices and the betterment of oral 
healthcare for all.
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PREFACE

I am delighted and congratulate you on the occasion of the National Dental Bioethics Unit 
launching its Book. This is indeed a welcome direction given that the Dental bioethics program 
of the Indian program of the UNESCO chair in Bioethics, has been active in introducing the 
integrated dental bioethics curriculum which has been piloted and now introduced in 
universities that are part of the Indian program of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. Further the 
program hosted the International Panel Discussion webinar of UNESCO Chairs Series on Dental 
professionals' challenges with ethical issues in the wake of COVID pandemic. The Dental 
Bioethics program in association with the department of education of the UNESCO Chair in 
Bioethics is organizing the Webinar course with an International faculty for Dental teaching 
faculty for the award of the International Post graduate certificate on the principles in Bioethics 
and Human Rights in Health Science Education. The successful faculty will be eligible for 
registration and membership with the International forum of Teachers of Bioethics of the 
UNESCO Chair at the Medical University Sophia of the EU. I wish the book and the activities of 
the National Dental bioethics program of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics all success.

Prof. Russell D’Souza
Head & Chair, Department of Education
International Chair In Bioethics 

It gives me immense pleasure to congratulate the National Dental Bioethics Unit for 
spearheading the release of ‘The Bioethics Book’ Ethical issues in Dentistry require its own 
niche as these concerns are unique and problematic to the profession. This platform provides 
the space to disseminate, share and collaborate with the aim to circumvent, alleviate as well as 
learn from these issues which at times can be disconcerting. I wish this team great success and 
the all the very best in this endeavor.

Prof. Mary Mathew
Co-Chair & Deputy Head,
Department of Education, ICB
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OUR AIM

As dental professionals, we recognize that our field is deeply rooted in the trust that exists 
between us and our patients. This trust is founded on the assurance that we will consistently 
act in the best interest of our patients, providing the highest level of care. To maintain this trust, 
it is essential for us to adhere to a set of ethical principles that guide our practice. The objective 
of bioethics in dentistry is to establish a framework for ethical decision-making that upholds the 
highest standards of care and professionalism within our community.

Bioethics in dentistry is a complex and multifaceted field, covering a wide array of moral, ethical, 
and legal concerns. As dental professionals, one of our primary goals is to ensure that our 
patients receive the best care possible. This involves respecting their autonomy and right to 
make informed decisions about their treatment, as well as protecting their privacy and 
confidentiality. We must also strive to provide care that is evidence-based, effective, and 
efficient, while minimizing harm and maximizing benefits.

Another essential aim of bioethics in dentistry is to foster a culture of ethical awareness and 
responsibility among us, dental professionals. This includes promoting a commitment to 
continuous learning and professional development, as well as encouraging open and honest 
communication between colleagues, patients, and other stakeholders. We must also be aware 
of our own limitations and seek assistance when necessary to maintain the highest standards 
of care.

Furthermore, bioethics in dentistry aims to address the broader social and environmental 
implications of our practice. This includes considering issues such as access to care, the impact 
of dental materials and waste on the environment, and the role of dentistry in promoting public 
health and well-being. By engaging with these wider concerns, we, as dental professionals, can 
contribute to a more equitable and sustainable world.

To achieve these goals, we must be guided by a set of ethical principles that prioritize the well-
being of patients, practitioners, and society as a whole. These principles include respect for 
patient autonomy, beneficence, non-maleficence, justice, and veracity. By adhering to these 
principles, we can ensure that we are providing the highest quality care and upholding the 
values of our profession.
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OUR VISION

As dental professionals, our vision for bioethics in dentistry is to create a future where we are 
guided by a strong ethical compass, ensuring that our actions and decisions are always in the 
best interests of our patients and society. This vision encompasses several key elements:

1. Patient-centered care: We will prioritize the needs, values, and preferences of our patients, 
ensuring that they are treated with dignity, respect, and compassion. This includes fostering 
open communication, informed consent, and shared decisionmaking, as well as protecting 
patient privacy and confidentiality.

2. Professional excellence: We will be committed to maintaining the highest standards of care 
through continuous learning, self-reflection, and adherence to evidence-based practices. We 
will also be accountable for our actions and decisions and will actively seek feedback and 
support from our peers and mentors.

3. Collaboration and teamwork: We will recognize the importance of working together with 
colleagues from diverse backgrounds and disciplines to provide comprehensive and coordinated 
care. We will also engage in open and honest communication and will be willing to share our 
knowledge and expertise for the benefit of our patients and the profession.

4. Social responsibility: We will be aware of the broader social and environmental implications of 
our practice and will strive to promote access to care, reduce health disparities, and minimize our 
ecological footprint. We will also advocate for policies and initiatives that support public health 
and well-being.

5. Ethical leadership: We will be role models for ethical behavior, both within our practice and in 
the wider community. We will actively promote the values of bioethics in dentistry and will work 
to create a culture of ethical awareness and responsibility among our peers and trainees.

By embracing this vision of bioethics in dentistry, we, as dental professionals, can help create a 
future where ethical decision-making is at the heart of our practice, and where the well-being of 
patients, practitioners, and society is always the top priority.

This vision requires a commitment to continuous learning, collaboration, and social 
responsibility, as well as a dedication to upholding the highest standards of care and 
professionalism. By working together towards this vision, we can ensure that we are providing 
the best possible care to our patients while also contributing to a more just and sustainable 
world.

In addition to the aforementioned points, the aim of bioethics in dentistry also includes:

6. Cultural competence: As dental professionals, we will strive to understand and respect the 
diverse cultural backgrounds of our patients, recognizing that cultural differences can impact 
patient care and communication. We will seek to develop the skills necessary to provide 
culturally sensitive care, ensuring that all patients feel understood and respected.

CONT’D…
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OUR VISION

7. Technological advancements: We will stay informed about the latest technological 
advancements in dentistry and consider the ethical implications of incorporating new 
technologies into our practice. We will carefully evaluate the potential benefits and risks of new 
technologies, ensuring that their adoption aligns with the best interests of our patients and the 
profession.

8. Research ethics: As dental professionals engaged in research, we will adhere to the highest 
ethical standards, ensuring that our work is conducted with integrity, transparency, and respect 
for human subjects. We will also strive to disseminate our research findings in a responsible and 
accessible manner, contributing to the advancement of knowledge within the field of dentistry.

The vision of bioethics in dentistry from a dental professional's perspective is one that 
encompasses a holistic approach to patient care, professional development, and social 
responsibility. By incorporating these principles into our practice, we can create a future where 
ethical decision-making is at the forefront, ensuring the well-being of patients, practitioners, 
and society as a whole.
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FROM THE BOARD

As technology and the field of dentistry continue to advance, ethical questions and dilemmas 
arise regarding how best to provide care for patients. Dental professionals are often faced with 
decisions that not only impact their patients’ oral health, but also their overall well-being and 
quality of life. Therefore, it is essential for dentists to have a thorough understanding of 
bioethics and its applications in dentistry.

As the head of bioethics, I am pleased to present this book on work done under the National 
Dental Bioethics Program. Dental professionals have a unique and important role in promoting 
the health and well-being of their patients. Informed consent, confidentiality, and respect for 
patient autonomy are just a few of the ethical principles that must be upheld in the practice of 
dentistry.

This book aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the ethical issues that arise in the 
context of dental practice. It covers topics such as patient autonomy, confidentiality, informed 
consent, end-of-life care, and the use of new technologies many activities were initiated by 
experts in the field, to create awareness and provides practical guidance on how to navigate 
these complex ethical issues.

It is our hope that this booklet will serve as a valuable resource for dental professionals as they 
strive to provide the best possible care for their patients. As bioethicists, our goal is to help 
healthcare providers integrate ethical principles into their practice, and we believe that this 
booklet represents a step in that direction.

I would like to thank the National Dental Bioethics Committee members who contributed to this 
program, as well as the staff at our institution who supported its development. We hope that 
this booklet will stimulate further discussion and reflection, and ultimately lead to better 
outcomes for patients and dental professionals alike.

Dr. Rajiv Ahluwalia
Head
National Dental Bioethics Unit
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FROM THE BOARD

I heartily congratulate one and all for the huge success of the Bio-ethics Conference held in 
collaboration with the National Dental Bioethics Unit, International Chair in Bioethics and World 
Medical Association. Ultimately, good dentistry depends on individuals committed to treating 
society and their patients fairly, that is, ethically. Thus the justification for teaching 
professional ethics in dentistry is to facilitate the personal and professional development of 
aspiring dentists into socially and professionally responsible human beings.

I also wish to highlight the persistent and unabating efforts of the National Dental Bio-ethics 
Unit members in fortifying the core values of Bioethics amongst Dentists by regularly 
conducting such multifaceted events. I wish the best of luck to the team for many more such 
successful endeavours.

Dr. Akshay Bhargava
Dean Dental
Santosh Deemed To Be University

‘If everyone is moving forward together, then SUCCESS takes care of itself’. It gives me immense 
pleasure to congratulate the entire team of National Dental Bioethics Program at Santosh 
Dental college and hospital, Ghaziabad, in collaboration with the national dental bioethics’ unit 
international chair in bioethics

and world Medical Association. I would like to grab this opportunity to deeply appreciate every 
member of the team for working relentlessly towards making this program a grand success. The 
values imbibed in ethics by students will help spread sensitization about the same. This program 
has opened an excellent opportunity for students to win accolades by showcasing their talent 
through participation in various events and competitions.

My heartfelt congratulations to the entire team for their wholesome effort and here's wishing 
them success to continue the good work in the years ahead.

Dr. Jyoti Batra
Dean Research
Santosh Deemed To Be University
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FROM THE BOARD

I'm pleased to share my experience as the organizing chairman of the national conference on 
"Bioethics in Dentistry," held from 19th to 21st April at Santosh Dental College & Hospital. In 
collaboration with the National Dental Bioethics Unit, International Chair in Bioethics, and World 
Medical Association, we hosted engaging events for our students who achieved remarkable 
success in various competitions, including logo-making. The entire Dental college community, 
including respected Dean, respected Dean student welfare, faculty, postgraduates, interns, and 
undergraduates, registered for the conference, signifying the successful awareness of 
bioethics. The concluding day in the Maharaja Hall featured an inaugural function and marked 
the first distribution of brochures and certificates to all participants, enhancing the event's 
professionalism. Lastly, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to all those who contributed to 
the resounding success of this conference.

Dr. Neeraj Grover
Organising Chairman

I congratulate everyone on our outstanding contributions to the successful "Bioethics in 
Dentistry" conference held from April 19th to 21st at Santosh Dental College & Hospital. 
Collaborating with the National Dental Bioethics Unit, International Chair in Bioethics, and World 
Medical Association, this event showcased our dedication and hard work. Keynote addresses, 
guest lectures, debates, and quizzes enlightened participants on ethical practices in dentistry. A 
notable highlight was the student logo competition, fostering creativity and active student 
participation in promoting ethical dentistry. Organizing this conference filled everyone with 
enthusiasm. With the support of our management, colleagues, and encouraging Dean sir, we 
surpassed expectations and achieved success. We look forward to organizing more conferences 
in the future, building upon this achievement. I extend my heartfelt gratitude and 
congratulations to everyone involved. Your dedication and passion for promoting bioethics in 
dentistry are commendable.

Dr. Nidhi Gupta
Organising Secretary
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ESSENTIALITY OF BIOETHICS

Bioethics in dentistry encompasses the intricate web of ethical considerations and guiding 
principles that dental professionals diligently adhere to when delivering patient care, 
conducting research, and engaging in educational endeavors within the dental field. It is an 
interdisciplinary discipline that scrutinizes moral issues and dilemmas, delving deep into the 
complex terrain where dentistry intersects with ethics. 

At its core, bioethics provides a sturdy framework through which dentists and dental 
practitioners navigate the labyrinthine realm of ethical decision-making, deftly maneuvering 
through intricate situations that demand delicate balance between patient well-being and 
rights. It empowers dental professionals to weigh the benefits and risks associated with 
different treatment options, honor patient autonomy, safeguard patient privacy and 
confidentiality, champion fairness and justice in dental care provision, and dutifully abide by the 
hallowed codes of professional conduct.

Amidst the tapestry of bioethics, certain fundamental principles act as beacons guiding dental 
professionals in their noble quest to deliver ethical and compassionate care:

1. Informed Consent: Dentists must ensure that patients are endowed with comprehensive and 
comprehensible information concerning their oral health condition, proposed treatment 
options, and the potential risks and benefits associated with each course of action. Empowering 
patients with this knowledge allows them to make autonomous decisions regarding their dental 
care, after careful contemplation and consideration.

2. Autonomy: Respecting patient autonomy stands as a pillar of bioethics in dentistry. Dental 
practitioners are duty-bound to involve patients in the decision-making process, granting them 
agency over their own treatment. By providing transparent and comprehensive information, 
obtaining informed consent, and respecting the patient's right to accept or refuse treatment, 
dentists honor the essence of autonomy.

3. Beneficence: Dentists are guided by the ethical obligation to act in the best interests of their 
patients, tirelessly championing their overall well-being. This principle underscores the 
imperative of providing competent and effective treatment while considering the patient's 
unique preferences, needs, and circumstances.

4. Non-maleficence: In the pursuit of ethical dental practice, dentists strive to "do no harm." By 
taking prudent measures to avoid unnecessary risks, implementing precautions to prevent 
complications during procedures, and demonstrating an unwavering commitment to patient 
safety, dental professionals embody the core tenets of non-maleficence.

5. Justice: In the realm of dental care, justice becomes a beacon guiding the ethical compass of 
practitioners. Upholding fairness and equity in the provision of dental services requires 
ensuring equal access to care, mitigating disparities, and refraining from discriminatory 
practices based on race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, or disability.
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ESSENTIALITY OF BIOETHICS

6. Veracity: Dentists are entrusted with the responsibility of truthfulness and honesty in their 
interactions with patients. Honoring the principle of veracity, they diligently provide accurate 
and complete information about the patient's oral health, proposed treatment options, 
potential risks, and benefits. This transparency fosters trust and empowers patients to make 
well-informed decisions.

7. Confidentiality: The sanctity of patient confidentiality assumes paramount importance in 
dentistry. Dental professionals steadfastly safeguard patient privacy and confidentiality, 
diligently following established protocols to protect sensitive information. Disclosure of patient 
data is strictly limited to authorized individuals or entities, with patient consent serving as the 
guiding principle.

8. Research Ethics: Dental professionals engaged in research uphold a stringent code of 
research ethics. They adhere to principles that protect the rights and welfare of research 
participants, obtaining informed consent, ensuring privacy and confidentiality, and conducting 
research with scientific rigor and integrity.

9. Equity and Access: The ethos of equity and access resonates deeply within the ethical fabric 
of dentistry. Upholding this principle necessitates striving for fairness and equal access to 
dental care, eliminating discriminatory practices, and endeavoring to bridge the gaps that 
impede equitable oral health outcomes.

10. Professional Conduct: Dentists have ethicalobligations to maintain professional integrity, 
honesty, and competence. They must adhere to ethical guidelines and standards of practice and 
provide quality care to their patients.

In addition to these principles, dentistry also faces specific ethical considerations related to 
areas such as dental research, professional relationships, informed consent for minors or 
incapacitated individuals, and the use of emerging technologies in dental practice. Ethical 
committees and organizations within the dental profession often provide guidance and support 
to dental professionals in navigating these complex ethical issues.
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INAUGURATION OF UNESCO CHAIR
IN BIOETHICS HAIFA

Reflecting on a significant milestone in the 
history of Santosh Deemed to be University. In 
2016, our institution was bestowed with the 
honor of chairing the National Dental 
Bioethics Program among a pool of over 350 
dental colleges across the country.

From the very beginning, our university 
prioritized the cultivation of a strong 
bioethical  training culture.  Since our 
establishment in 2007, we have consistently 
demonstrated a selfless and passionate 
commitment to bioethics. Notably, our 
participation in debates on national television, 
focusing specifically on professional bioethics, 
served as a turning point for our university, 
solidifying our dedication and responsibility 
towards bioethics on a global scale.

In India, Santosh Deemed to be University 
proudly stood as one of the signatories among 

180 nations at UNESCO, exemplifying our 
unwavering commitment to enforce bioethical 
values within the healthcare system.

In 2016, a significant achievement came to 
fruition when the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics 
Haifa established the National Dental 
Bioethics Unit at Santosh Deemed to be 
University.  This collaboration further 
propelled our university's mission to champion 
bioethical values and practices.

Bending the trajectory of inequities requires 
not only meaningful consensus across nations 
but also a deep commitment from individual 
nations to incorporate shared values into their 
domestic policies. Santosh Deemed to be 
University embraced this responsibility at the 
forefront, ensuring that bioethical principles 
were deeply embedded in our education, 
research, and clinical practices.

Through the National Dental Bioethics 
Program, we have tirelessly worked to 
promote ethical  decision-making and 

Media- NDTV (Annex 1)
Date- 23rd May 2013

Show- Ethics in Medical
Advertising
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responsible practices within the dental 
community. Our comprehensive training and 
awareness initiatives have empowered dental 
professionals to navigate complex ethical 
dilemmas, fostering an environment defined 
by compassion, integrity, and equity.

We are immensely proud of the progress made 
and the impact achieved through our 
involvement in the National Dental Bioethics 
Program. It is a testament to our commitment 
to shaping a brighter, more ethical future in 
the field of dentistry.

As we look back at this transformative 
chapter, we invite you to stay connected with 
Santosh Deemed to be University. Follow our 
journey as we continue to drive innovation, 
uphold ethical standards, and make a lasting 
impact in the realm of bioethics.

Santosh Deemed to be University: Where 
Bioethics Shapes the Path to a Better 
Tomorrow.

We take immense pride in the recognition 
bestowed upon Santosh Deemed to be 
University by the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, 
Haifa. In acknowledgement of our unwavering 
commitment to bioethics, the establishment 
of the National Dental Bioethics Unit at our 
university stands as a testament to our 
dedication to promoting ethical practices in 
dentistry.

Under the esteemed leadership of Dr. Rajiv 
Ahluwalia, Professor and Head of the 
Department of Orthodontics at Santosh 
Dental College, we were honored to have him 
appointed as the Secretary for the National 
Dental Bioethics Program. His expertise and 
passion have played a pivotal role in advancing 
the cause of bioethics within our institution.

On 27th April 2016, a momentous occasion 
marked the inauguration of the Bioethics Unit 
at Santosh Deemed to be University. This 
milestone event was made possible by the 
facilitation of (Annex 2), and it served as a 
significant step forward in our journey 
towards fostering a culture of bioethics.

 Over the past five years, we have embraced 
the concept of celebrating Bioethics Week 
during the week of World Bioethics Day. This 
innovative approach has allowed us to 
effectively teach and engage students in the 
principles of bioethics. Through various 
events such as Rangoli, Face painting, 
N u k k a d N a t a k ,  D e b a t e ,  a n d  P o s t e r 
competitions, all our students actively 
participate, broadening their understanding of 
bioethical values.

In line with our commitment to integrating 
bioethics into our educational programs, we 
have conducted orientation programs for PhD 
students, postgraduates, and undergraduate 
students. By incorporating bioethics into the 
curriculum, we ensure that our future 
healthcare professionals are well equipped 
with the necessary knowledge and ethical 
frameworks to navigate the complex 
landscape of healthcare.

We continue to champion the cause of 
bioethics, upholding the highest standards of 
integrity and compassion in our education, 
research, and clinical practices.

Join us on this transformative journey as we 
pave the way for a future where bioethical 
values guide every aspect of healthcare. 
Together, we can make a lasting impact in the 
field of bioethics, shaping a world that 
prioritizes the well-being and ethical 
treatment of all.
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At Santosh Deemed to be University, bioethics is not just a concept, but a way of life.
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NATIONAL DENTAL BIOETHICS PROGRAM'16

The Santosh Dental College at Santosh 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  G h a z i a b a d ,  w i t n e s s e d  a 
momentous occasion on November 14, 2016, 
as the official inauguration of the National 
Dental Bioethics Unit UNESCO-Haifa took 
place. This grand event was graced by the 
presence of Dr. Russell D'Souza, the UNESCO 
Chair in Bioethics at HAIFA, and the esteemed 
Professor Head of the Asia Pacific Division of 
the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics at HAIFA. The 
committee responsible for the establishment 
of the unit was formed under the auspices of 
the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics- HAIFA.

The event was attended by numerous 
dignitaries, including MD Santosh University, 
Dr. Sharmila Anand, Vice Chancellor, Dr. Y. 
Tripathi, Dean of Santosh Dental College, Dr. 
Manoj Goyal, Vice Dean of Santosh Dental 
College, Dr. Rajiv Ahluwalia (Secretary of the 
National Dental Bioethics Committee), as well 
as the heads of respective departments, 
facu l ty  members ,  postgraduate  and 
undergraduate students.

The inauguration ceremony was a resounding 
success, with the highlight being a captivating 
flash mob performance by the talented 
students of Santosh Dental College. The flash 
mob,  a  carefu l ly  choreographed and 
synchronized dance routine, took everyone by 

surprise. With their energetic moves, 
coordinated formations, and infectious 
enthusiasm, the students transformed the 
ambiance into an electric atmosphere of joy 
and celebration. The flash mob was a true 
testament to the creativity, teamwork, and 
talent of the students at Santosh Dental 
College.

The flash mob performance was not only a 
source of entertainment but also served a 
deeper purpose. It effectively conveyed the 
message of  unity ,  harmony,  and the 
importance of ethical practices in the field of 
dentistry. By using dance as a medium of 
expression, the students managed to engage 
the audience and create a memorable 
experience that highlighted the significance 
of the National Dental Bioethics Unit UNESCO-
Haifa.

 The impact of the flash mob extended beyond 
the boundaries of the event itself. A video of 
the flash mob performance was uploaded to 
YouTube, where it quickly gained traction and 
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NATIONAL DENTAL BIOETHICS PROGRAM'16

garnered numerous views. The video 
showcased the enthusiasm and talent of the 
students, captivating viewers from around the 
world. It became a source of inspiration for 
aspiring dental students and professionals, as 
well as a symbol of the vibrant and dynamic 
community at Santosh Dental College.The 
overwhelming response to the flash mob 
video on YouTube further amplified the reach 
and impact of the National Dental Bioethics 
Unit UNESCO-Haifa inauguration. It served as 
a powerful testament to the college's 
commitment to creativity, innovation, and the 
promotion of ethical practices in the dental 
profession.

The success of the flash mob and the 
subsequent inauguration ceremony solidified 
Santosh Dental College's reputation as a hub 
of talent, ambition, and dedication. The event 

showcased the college's commitment to 
nurturing an environment that encourages not 
only academic excellence but also the 
development of well-rounded individuals who 
understand the importance of ethical 
considerations in their  future dental 
careers.With the support of UNESCO and the 
enthusiasm displayed by the students, 
faculty, and esteemed guests, the National 
Dental Bioethics Unit UNESCO-Haifa at 
Santosh Dental College is poised to become a 
beacon of excellence in the field of dental  
education and ethical practices. The flash mob 
performance, captured in the popular YouTube 
video, will continue to inspire and engage 
audiences, spreading the message of 
bioethics and the remarkable achievements of 
Santosh Dental College far and wide
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THE ETHICAL GAP
@SHARDA UNIVERSITY

The School of Dental Sciences at Sharda 
University organized a thought-provoking 
webinar on May 22nd, 2020, delving into the 
intriguing topic of "The Ethical Gap." This 
engaging event aimed to shed light on the 
fundamental bioethical principles while 
exploring the ethical dilemmas faced by the 
dental profession during the unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Rajiv Ahluwalia, Vice Dean of Santosh 
Dental College, Santosh deemed to be 
University, Ghaziabad, and the Head of the 
National Dental Bioethics Programme of the 
UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, graced the 
occasion as the esteemed speaker. With his 
vast knowledge and expertise in the field, Dr. 
Ahluwalia provided an insightful overview of 
the basic bioethical principles, emphasizing 
their significance in the dental profession.

The event was skillfully coordinated by Dr. M. 
Siddharth, the Dean of the School of Dental 
Sciences. Under his guidance, the webinar 
successfully accomplished its objectives of 
familiarizing the attendees with the core 
pr inciples of bioethics and init iat ing 
d iscussions on the ethical  d i lemmas 
encountered in dentistry amid the global 
pandemic.

Dr. Sukhdeep Singh, the Director of SEA@SDS, 

expertly moderated the webinar, ensuring 
that the discussions remained focused and 
fruitful. His astute guidance facilitated a 
comprehensive understanding of the ethical 
challenges faced by dental practitioners 
during these unprecedented times.

The webinar provided a platform for dental 
professionals, researchers, and students to 
explore the ethical dimensions of their 
practice during the COVID-19 pandemic. By 
addressing bioethical dilemmas specific to 
dentistry, the event aimed to bridge the 
ethical gap and foster a deeper understanding 
of the ethical responsibilities and decision-
making processes  with in  the  denta l 
community.

Santosh Deemed To Be University, takes pride 
in  conduct ing events  that  fac i l i tate 
intellectual growth and promote ethical 
awareness among dental professionals. The 
webinar on "The Ethical Gap" was another 
valuable addition to their series of insightful 
initiatives, providing a platform for knowledge 
sharing and critical thinking in the dental field.

Schedule of the webinar:
Topic: The Ethical Gap
Date: 22nd May 2020

Time: 4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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BIOETHICS DAY

On July 14th, 2022 the Student Wing of 
Bioethics at Santosh Deemed to be University 
took the medical community by storm with 
their highly anticipated Bioethics Day. Open to 
medical and dental students alike, the 
conference saw a staggering attendance of 
over 220 enthusiastic participants eager to 
gain knowledge on the ethical practices in 
medicine.

The keynote speaker esteemed Dr. Russell 
D'Souza, Chair of the Department of Education 
at the International Unit of Bioethics, 
connected with the audience via a Zoom 
meeting all the way from Australia. Dr. D'Souza 
expertly addressed the ethical challenges 
faced in laboratory medicine, enlightening the 
students on the importance of upholding 
ethical principles in their professional lives.

Dr. Jyoti Batra, Dean of Research and Head of 
the Bioethics Unit, took the stage to deliver an 
engaging speech that shed light on the 
introduction, significance, and advancements 
of Bioethics in the daily lives of students 
pursuing careers in medicine. Dr. Batra's words 
resonated deeply, inspiring the attendees to 
consider the ethical dimensions of their 
chosen profession.

The inauguration ceremony, conducted 
flawlessly in an online format, was followed by 
an insightful presentation by Dr. Sudip Kumar 
Datta, Additional Professor in the Department 
of Laboratory Medicine at AIIMS, New Delhi. Dr. 
Datta's vivid presentation titled 'Bioethics in 
Laboratory Medicine' captivated the audience, 
providing them with a comprehensive 
understanding of the ethical implications 
within this field.
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BIOETHICS DAY

Secretary of the Student Wing, batch 
representatives, and executive members.

The event drew to a close with a heartfelt vote 
of thanks delivered by Sarthak Garg, Secretary 
of the Students' Wing of Bioethics. It was 
evident that the students present had gained 
a wealth of knowledge and understanding of 
ethics that they would arry with them in their 
daily lives.

Overall, the conference proved to be a 
resounding success, fostering a deeper 
appreciation for the principles of bioethics 
among the attendees. Santosh Deemed to be 
University can proudly reflect on this event as 
a testament to its commitment to nurturing 
ethical practices in the medical community. As 
the students embark on their professional 
journeys, it is our hope that they will embody 
the lessons learned during this enlightening 
conference, integrating ethics seamlessly into 
their future endeavors.

 

Dr. Rajiv Ahluwalia, Vice Dean of Dental 
Sciences, took the stage to emphasize the 
importance of addressing the ethical issues 
that arise in medicine and life sciences. 
Engrossed in lively discussions, the audience 
actively participated in exploring various 
scenarios that challenged their ethical 
sensibilities.

The conference culminated in a delightful 
felicitation ceremony, where mementos were 
presented as tokens of appreciation to the 
esteemed guest speakers, Dr. Sudip Datta, Dr. 
Rajiv Ahluwalia, and mentor Dr. Jyoti Batra. 
Certificates were awarded to Dr. Chetna Arora, 
the Secretary of the Bioethics Unit, as well as 
the faculty advisory board members, Dr. 
Kanika Bhalla and Mr. Gaurav Srivastav. 
Student advisory board members Kshitej 
Malhotra, Ronita Dey, Arjit Bansal & Bhawna 
were also honored with certificates for their 
va luable  contr ibut ions .  Addit ional ly , 
certificates were presented to the Head and 
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WORLD  BIOETHICS DAY

of bioethical topics. The poster presentation 
demonstrated the participants' commitment 
t o  r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  f o s t e r i n g 
discussions on ethical matters in healthcare.

The event continued with a captivating 
keynote address by Dr. Rani Srivastava, HOD 
and Professor of the Department of Clinical 
Psychology. Dr. Srivastava's expertise and 
experience added immense value as she 
delivered a powerful presentation on "Social 
Responsib i l i ty  and Health . "  Her  ta lk 
emphasized the vital role that ethics play in 

A REFLECTION ON ETHICAL PRACTICES IN HEALTHCARE

On 19th  October  2022 ,  the  co l lege 
commemorated World Bioethics Day with 
great enthusiasm and a multitude of engaging 
activities. The event served as a platform for 
students and faculty to explore and discuss 
important ethical considerations within the 
field of healthcare. The day was filled with 
informative competitions, enlightening 
presentations, and creative expressions of 
ethical values.

The event commenced with a thought-
provoking debate competition on the topic 
"Surrogated Motherhood - Boon or Bane." 
Eight participants, divided into two groups of 
four, passionately presented their arguments 
for and against the motion. The insightful 
debate shed light on the complexities and 
ethical dilemmas surrounding surrogacy, 
leav ing the audience with  a  deeper 
understanding of the topic.

Following the debate, a stimulating quiz on 
the "Principles of Bioethics" captivated the 
attention of over 20 participants. With a time 
l imit of 25 minutes,  the participants 
s h o w c a s e d  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d 
understanding of the fundamental principles 
that guide ethical decision-making in 
healthcare. The quiz not only tested their 
knowledge but also encouraged further 
exploration of bioethical principles.

One of the highlights of the day was the 
poster presentation, where participants 
creatively displayed their research and ideas 
related to bioethics. Each participant had an 
opportunity to explain their poster to the 
judges, offering valuable insights into a range 
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WORLD  BIOETHICS DAY

consciousness as saplings were presented to 
the leadership  and faculty  members 
associated with bioethics. This symbolic act 
s e r v e d  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e 
interconnectedness between ethical practices 
and the well- being of both individuals and the 
environment.

The World Bioethics Day celebration brought 
together students, faculty, and professionals 
to explore the ethical  dimensions of 
healthcare. The event fostered intellectual 
discussions, promoted critical thinking, and 
instilled a sense of responsibility among 
attendees. It served as a testament to the 
college's commitment to ethical practices and 
the advancement of bioethics in healthcare.

promoting social responsibility within the 
healthcare system, urging the audience to 
prioritize ethical considerations in their 
professional endeavors.

Adding an element of creativity to the 
proceed ings ,  the  event  featured  an 
educational skit prepared and performed by 
the MBBS and BDS students. The skit served 
as a reminder of the ethical values and conduct 
that should be upheld in clinical practice. 
Through engaging performances,  the 
students highlighted the importance of 
compassion, patient autonomy, and informed 
consent, leaving a lasting impression on the 
audience.

The day concluded with a gesture of 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
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BIOETHICS IN DENTISTRY’23
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transformed the corridor into a vibrant canvas, 
displaying the artistic flair of our students.

The main event, hosted by Dr. Nidhi Gupta, 
commenced with a powerful message and a 
stimulating lecture on research in bioethics by 
Dean Research, Dr. Jyoti Batra.

Esteemed guests, including Vice Chancellor Dr. 
T r i p t a  B h a g a t  a n d  D e a n  D e n t a l  D r . 
AkshayBhargava, graced the occasion with 
their presence, adding wisdom and insight to 
the event. The lamp lighting ceremony 
invoked the blessings of goddess Saraswati, 
symbolizing the pursuit of knowledge.

The inaugural ceremony of the college 
magazine's newsletter and the launch of the 
fashion society "Inayat" added moments of joy 
and celebration, further enriching the event.

The event that brought together the brightest 
minds, the most talented individuals, and the 
creative souls of our esteemed college. This 
extraordinary occasion celebrated the 
intersection of ethics,  dentistry,  and 
innovation, paving the way for insightful 
discussions, thrilling competitions, and awe-
inspiring artistic displays. With the guidance of 
esteemed mentors and the enthusiastic 
participation of our students, this event 
showcased the brilliant minds and talents 
within our college.

The quiz competition set the stage for an 
intense battle of knowledge and skills. 
Participants from seven teams showcased 
their prowess, competing in challenging 
rounds like "Spin the Wheel" and "Bowl of 
Bonus," leaving the audience on the edge of 
their seats.

In the "ultimate battle of wits," the debate 
competition witnessed passionate arguments 
from thirteen participants who eloquently 
defended their stands on various topics. The 
finalists captivated the judges with their 
unique perspectives and critical thinking 
abilities.

The logo designing competition brought forth 
extraordinary creativity, as participants across 
different courses presented 33 stunning 
entries. The rangoli-making competition 
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With all the thinking caps on, the quiz competition left everyone on the edge of their seats! 
Under the guidance of the Dr. Kanika Bhalla and Dr. Aruna Nautiyal, students battled it out in two 
rounds of intense competition.

On 19 April’23, the preliminary round saw ‘seven’ teams compete, where the participants 
received an exemplary platform to flaunt their knowledge and skills, while also learning new 
things, but only ‘three’ were selected to move on to the grand finale, which was held on 21 
April’23. The competition was fierce, with challenging rounds such as "Spin the Wheel," "Bowl of 
Bonus," and the "Judge's Verdict."

The event was attended by over 200 enthusiastic students, who cheered on the competing 
teams and soaked up the electric atmosphere. And when the dust settled, Prithu Sharma, 
D.Anirudh and Bhawna Mishra emerged victorious, taking home the well-deserved certificates.

QUIZ COMPETITION
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QUIZ COMPETITION
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DEBATE COMPETITION

The preliminary round for the “ultimate battle of wits” was conducted on 20 April’23 under the 
mentorship of Dr. Amit Garg, Dr. Chetna, and Dr. Shristi Agarwal, ‘thirteen’ participants squared 
off, where they were given a range of topics to speak in favor of or against the motion.

The participants were judged based on a range of criteria, including the relevance and 
effectiveness of their arguments, their unique perspectives, and their ability to defend their 
stand. Only four amidst thirteen could make it to the final round, which was held on on April 21st, 
2023.

The four finalists were divided into two groups, and each group was given a topic to argue for 
and against. The competition was fierce, and the judges, Dr. PuneetKumar, Dr. Rajiv Kumar 
Gupta, Dr. Priyanka Aggarwal, and Dr. Nishant Gupta, had their work cut out for them in 
determining the winner.

After an intense competition, the winners of the debate competition were announced, and the 
crown went to none other than BDS students, “Sia Saxena” and “Labhanshi”.

This competition provided an exceptional opportunity for students to hone their analytical and 
critical thinking skills, as well as to showcase their public speaking abilities.
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DEBATE COMPETITION
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LOGO MAKING

Extraordinary ingenuity and creativity was on display during the logo designing competition, 
which was held on April 19th, 2023, and the results were nothing short of spectacular. The 
ones, making this event a resounding success were Dr. Priyanka Aggarwal and Dr. Shreya Singh.

Participants from across the undergraduate, postgraduate, and paradental courses 
demonstrated their immense talent and dedication, as they presented a staggering 33 entries 
for consideration. The logos were evaluated by our esteemed judges, Dr. Shweta Bali and Dr. 
Natasha Gambhir, who assessed them based on criterias such as relevance, description, appeal, 
uniqueness, and effectiveness.

Wide range of distinctive and captivating ideas were showcased on the theme of Bioethics in 
Dentistry in a myriad of creative ways.

After much deliberation, the winners of the competition were announced, and the title went to 
none other than 1st Year BDS student, Akshat Kushwaha! As a reward for his outstanding 
achievement, he was awarded Rs. 2000/- in cash, while Sia Saxena of 3rd year BDS turned out 
to be the first runner up followed by BDS Intern Neha.

The competition was a true testament to the incredible talent and creativity that exists within 
our student body.
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LOGO MAKING
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RANGOLI MAKING

The entire corridor was filled with vibrant colors and intricate designs as our students competed 
in a rangoli- making competition on March 19th, 2023 led by Dr. Natasha Gambhir and Dr. Divya 
Singh, the event was a true celebration of the artistic talent and creativity of our students.

Everyone gathered to showcase their artistic flair, each vying for the top prize. With a wide 
range of colors, patterns, and designs to choose from, the students set to work, creating 
stunning and intricate rangolis that left the judges in awe.

After much deliberation, the winner of the competition was finally announced. The title went to 
Dipti, Monica and Vidhi of BDS 3rd year.



BIOETHICS SANTOSH IN DENTISTRY |  DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY 34

RANGOLI MAKING










































































































