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INTRODUCTION

Engaging on a captivating exploration of the ethical landscape within the arena
of dentistry, In a recent milestone event, the “Global Perspectives In Bioethics”
conference, hosted by Santosh Deemed to be University under the esteemed
National Dental Bioethics Program, illuminated the path to conscientious and
compassionate dental practice. This international gathering showcased the
remarkable work and accomplishments, both institutional and collaborative,
shaping the ethical framework of dentistry on a global scale. As we delve into
this enriching experience, we invite you to join us in celebrating the
commitment of dental professionals worldwide, guided by principles of informed
consent, confidentiality, and utmost respect for patient autonomy. This edition
of our newsletter unfolds the narratives and insights from this influential
conference, emphasizing the pivotal role played by the National Dental
Bioethics Unit and the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. Together, let us traverse the
ethical dimension of dentistry, appreciating the dedication and collaborative
efforts that fuel our shared journey towards better oral healthcare for all.
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ABOUT NATIONAL DENTAL BIOETHICS UNIT

The National Dental Bioethics Unit, inaugurated in 2016 at Santosh Deemed To Be University,
stands as a guiding light for ethical practices in dentistry. Rooted in the commitment towards quality
healthcare and patient-centric services, this unit has made significant strides in spreading
awareness not only regionally but also nationally and internationally. Operating under the UNESCO
Chair in Bioethics, Haifa, it has played a pivotal role in promoting ethical standards in dentistry on a
global scale.

Through initiatives like the “Global Perspectives In Bioethics” conference, hosted by .Santosh
Deemed to be University, the National Dental Bioethics Unit has showcased groundbreaking
research and accomplishments. This includes addressing ethical considerations in patient care,
advocating for responsible technology use, and ensuring the protection of participants in dental
research. These efforts underscore the unit's dedication to integrating ethical principles

seamlessly into the fabric of dental care.

Collaborative in nature, the National Dental Bioethics Unit fosters global connections by bringing
together dental professionals from around the world. The unit emphasizes an international
perspective on bioethical challenges and solutions, creating a platform for shared insights and
experiences. The conference serves as a testament to
the commitment and dedication of individuals working
collectively to enhance the ethical dimension of
dentistry.

B9 National Dental |

Undoubtedly, the unit's collaborative efforts, coupled
with the continuous support and guidance from the
UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, have made it a vital resource
for dental professionals, educators, researchers, and
students interested in bioethics in dentistry. As it
continues to spread awareness and uphold ethical
standards, the National Dental Bioethics Unit at Santosh
Deemed To Be University remains a cornerstone in the
global pursuit of ethical dental practices and the
betterment of oral healthcare for all.
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FOREWORD

| am pleased to address you all on the successful completion of the
Conference on Global Perspectives in Bioethics, held at Santosh Deemed to
be University. This conference was a platform for intellectual exchange and
deep discussions on the ethical challenges faced in the field of healthcare
on a global scale. Taking cognizance of the importance of bioethics in
healthcare, It was a vision in 2016 to establish the National Dental Bioethics
unit at Santosh Deemed to be University. Slow and steady progress
propelled the National Dental Bioethics unit to assume National leadership.
The arrival of all international luminaries to jointly attend the conference at
Santosh Deemed to be University was testimony to the collaborative
efforts of all.

First and foremost, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr Rui
Nunes, International Head of Bioethics and our esteemed Chief Guest. Your
valuable insights and expertise in the field of bioethics have enriched this
conference and provided us with a broader perspective on the subject. Your
presence has been truly invaluable, and we are truly grateful for your
support.

| would also like to extend my heartfelt thanks to Dr Russell D'Souza, the
International Guest of Honor. Your contribution and extensive knowledge in
the field of bioethics have greatly enhanced the discussions at the
conference. Your presence has immensely benefited all the attendees, and
we are deeply grateful for your participation.

Dr. P Mahalingam

I would like to express our gratitude to Dr Vedprakash Mishra, our esteemed

Chairman
Santosh Group Of Institutes Guest of Hon.or. Your presence at the? cc'Jnference w'as an honor for us, and
. we are genuinely thankful for your insights and wisdom that you shared
& Hospitals

with the audience.

| would like to extend my appreciation to Dr Mary D'Souza and Dr Vivek Mady for their contributions to the conference.
Your expertise and dedication have played a crucial role in making this event a great success.

Lastly, | would like to acknowledge and thank Dr Rajiv Ahluwalia, who has been instrumental in successfully organizing
this conference. Your meticulous planning, attention to detail, and leadership have ensured that this event ran smoothly.
Your hard work and dedication are truly commendable.

To all the participants and attendees of the conference, thank you for your active engagement and for sharing your
knowledge and experiences. The success of this conference would not have been possible without your enthusiasm and
support.

This conference has initiated important discussions on bioethics and fostered opportunities for collaborative research
and networking among researchers and practitioners. It is our hope that the insights gained from this conference will
contribute to advancements in the field of bioethics and improve healthcare practices worldwide.

Once again, | express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone involved in making this conference a grand success. Together,
we have made a significant contribution to the field of bioethics, and | look forward to our continued collaboration in the
future.
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Dr. Rui Nunes

Head of the International
Chair in Bioethics

As the Head of the International Chair in Bioethics, it was an
enormous pleasure, but also a distinguished honor, to have the
opportunity to make a speech at Santosh Deemed to be
University, on 5 December 2023. A speech about the Global
Perspective in Bioethics, as a Chief Guest. It was the
opportunity to contact the amazing vision of Dr. P. Mahalingam
- Honorable Founder and Chairman of the Santosh Group of
Institutions and Hospitals - who intends to do the perfect
intersection between education, research, and clinical
assistance for those in need.

Together with the other Guests of Honor, Prof Russell D'Souza,
Prof Vedprakash Mishra, Prof Mary Mathew, and Prof Vivek
Mady - symbols of the fundamental importance of the Indian
culture on global development - a high international level
event was organized with the active collaboration of teachers,
students and other relevant members of the Santosh
community. An event that was superiorly coordinated by

Chancellor Prof Manoj Goyal and that eventually became much more than a conference. The
International Chair in Bioethics, the largest organization in the world in the field of bioethics and
medical ethics, is very proud to be a part of the construction of the bioethics education process in
India through the development of units of excellence such as the one created a few years ago at
Santosh Deemed to be University. Its pedagogical activity, the educational process, and the active
involvement of students in bioethics active learning are an example to other centers all over the

world.

Finally, a very special word of gratitude to Prof Rajiv Ahluwalia for his hospitality and leadership
during my stay in India. My gratitude is extensive to Prof Parvinder Kaur and Prof Sumita Giri. On
behalf of the International Chair in Bioethics, | can only wish that excellence remains the genetic
fingerprint of the Bioethics Program at Santosh University.
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Bioethics requires an organised and structured outline to work within the
realms of medicine. There is a deviation in focus from the traditional to the
current doctor-patient relationships. Medical professionals have a greater
sense of responsibility weighing on them. Doctors and healthcare
professionals are confronted with an array of ethical issues, and it is
essential to be prepared to deal with them.

Incorporating bioethics education in the medical field aims to enhance the
students’ moral competencies. The students are exposed to the application
of philosophy, religion, culture, science, technology, and law to arrive at the
best possible decision for tackling an ethical issue that may present during
their medical practice.

Bioethics education’s horizontal and vertical integration is supported (R.F
D'Souza et al; 2018). At the outset, the horizontal arm introduces students

Dr. Russell D'Souza

Head and Chair to the codes, needs, and scope of bioethics that has evolved over the
Department of Education, history timeline. It lays emphasis on the need to exercise empathy and
International Chair in Biorthics uphold autonomy, informed consent, and informed refusal. The gradual

introduction of the challenges to professionalism, ethical decision-making,
research ethics, and the various ethical dilemmas are familiarized in this domain. They are taught to confront the realities
regarding the morality of healthcare providers, errors in healthcare management, breaking bad news, sexual harassment,
cultural issues, and ethical conflicts.

The vertical or subject-wise curriculum has the ethical principles of the core curriculum as its foundation (R.F D'Souza et
al; 2018). This reflects all the undergraduate medical subjects that form the preclinical, paraclinical and clinical phases.
The benefit of this curriculum was further validated through several workshops that reviewed it, refined it, and offered
practical suggestions to integrate subject-related ethical principles to teach and assess the methodologies in
implementation.

The bioethics curriculum has targeted seamless integration into the teaching and assessment of undergraduate
students (R.F D'Souza et al, 2018). It has aimed to develop core competency among medical students to inculcate critical
reasoning and a sense of moral justification to aid ethical decision-making in health care. Attention is given to nurture
appropriate, effective, and considerate communication. The understanding of bioethical principles and envisage any
value setbacks in appropriate situations. Hence, the goal of grooming empathetic and responsible healthcare
professionals is accomplished.

In conclusion Training in bioethics should be an integral part of medical, dental, and other allied health courses. Effective
curriculum implementation is feasible only with a structured curriculum suitable for each discipline, delivered by trained
and dynamic faculty through effective teaching methods to the upcoming healthcare professionals.
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It was indeed a matter of joy and pleasure for me to have participated as
Guest of Honor at International Meeting of the International Chair in
Bioethics and WMA Coordinating Center, and the Association of Medical
Educators of India organized by the Santosh Deemed to be University,
Ghaziabad U.P. On 5th December, 2023 in an exemplary and emulative
manner. It is noteworthy that Santosh University is the only Deemed to be
University, which has been created under section 3 of the University Grants
Commission Act, 1956 through an appropriate Notification by the Ministry
of Human Resource Development on the recommendations of the UGC. The
nature of the work that has been dispensed in the domain of Bioethics by
the University stands tall as a milestone in its own right.

Itis very gratifying to note that the programme had Professor Dr. Rui Nunes
Head Faculty of Medicine Porto University and Head International Chair in
Bioethics (Formerly UNESCO Chair ) and WMA Collaborating Centre Porto
University International Chair as the Chief Guest along with Dr. Russell

. D'Souza Head and Chair Asia Pacific Division and Director International
Dr. Ved Prakash Mishra Department of Education International Chair in Bioethics, Professor Dr.

Pro-Chancellor, Mary Mathew Deputy Head Department of Education all of the International

Datta Meghe Institute of Higher Council of the Global Network for Medical, Health Professions Bioethics
Education and Research Education as the Guest of Honor. The nature of observations that came to
(Deemed to be University), be made by learned luminaries were mind starring and the message that
Nagpur came to be generated was impactful. The entire structuring of the

programme including the mode and manner in which it was organized brings
out a subtle and solid story about the comradery that the University people harbour amongst themselves and a true
reflection and depiction of their team’s spirit.

The initiatives that have been taken up in the affective domain of the curriculum for the courses under its domain is
noteworthy. The initiative which has been taken by the International Dental Bioethics Unit led by Dr. Rajiv Ahaluwalia is
one of its type in the country, inspite of the fact that competency based dental education still is not a statutory notified
entity but the mode and manner in which it has been worked out at the University is a story, which is inspiring in all its
manifestations.

| am sure the initiatives undertaken by the University specially in the Dental stream and the experiences generated
there to, would be availed by the decision makers in the country for structuring and formulating the ‘Competency Based
Dental Education’ for its operational implementation. The impact of the function so organized would always be
everlasting in my memory and | revere the same.

| find my words at bay to record my appreciation for the entire organizing team and the key officials of the University
including its Hon'ble Chancellor, Hon'ble Founder Chancellor and Hon'ble Vice Chancellor as well. | record my salutations
for the same.
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Dr. Mary Mathew

Deputy Head, India, International Chair of Bioethics

The International Meeting of the International Chair in Bioethics and WMA
Coordinating Center, and the Association of Medical Educators of India held
at Santosh University commenced with the dignitaries expounding on the
need for ethics in patient care and medical education. This was followed by
the launch of the book on Healthcare as a Universal Human Right and
Sustainability in Global Health by Professor Rui Nunes Head of the
International Chair in Bioethics from Portugal.

| would like to congratulate Santosh University for a very unique, fruitful
and enriching experience and promoting bioethics in the field of health
sciences.

Dr. Vivek Mady

Experienced Gynaecologist and legal advisor

The right to access to healthcare is considered is considered as an
expression of the dignity of a human being and may well be one of the most
important achievements of modern civilisation. We attribute disease,
disability, and incapacity as restrictions to opportunities that would
otherwise be available to the individual. To materialise the proposal of a
universal right to healthcare and therefore to universal health coverage
with global justice vision of health for all, each nation state must use its
endowed resources to its maximum, not withstanding eventual support
from the international community.

Despite a gradual improvement in living conditions, large disparities still
exist between and within countries regarding human development
indicators because of economic globalisation and social circumstances
within each society. Despite the existence of global governance institutions, there are no comprehensive mechanisms
for global implementations of a transnational healthcare cooperation.

| suggest that any proposal for the implementation of universal heath coverage must be based on an “Ethical Platform”,
namely on the principles of the UNESCO Universal Declaration of Bioethics and Human rights with special emphasis on
the principles of fair equality of opportunities in access, solidarity in financing, effectiveness of interventions and
efficiency in resource allocation, thus guaranteeing toall citizens irrespective of individual income access to basic level
of healthcare.
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In an era where scientific advancements transcend borders, the
intersection of bioethics demands a truly global dialogue. This event “Global
Perspective of Bioethics” at our esteemed university serves as a platform
for cultivating insightful discussions, fostering collaboration, and
deepening our understanding of the ethical implications surrounding
cutting-edge developments in the field of medicine.

As we navigate the complexities of bioethics together, | am confident that
this event will contribute significantly to the broader discourse and inspire
a collective commitment to responsible innovation.

The “Global Perspectives of Bioethics” conference, attended by luminaries
like Dr. Rui Nunes, Dr.Russel D'Souza & Dr. Ved Prakash Mishra added
notable accolades to our unit's global prominence. As the head of the
bioethics unit, witnessing this evolution is both gratifying and a testament
to our commitment to excellence.

In our comprehensive exploration of the ethical landscape in dental
practice, this conference addressed all the pivotal principles of bioethics.
Dr. Rajiv Ahluwalia Collaborative efforts by field experts aimed to raise awareness and offered
practical guidance for intricate ethical dilemmas, embodying our dedication

. Head C.)f . . to advancing ethical standards in dentistry.
National Dental Bioethics Unit . L . , ,
Member We witnessed the culmination of brilliant minds, conveying the message of

significance, urging the leaders in healthcare to unite to play a pivotal role
in guiding ethical considerations within the realm of life sciences and
healthcare. Serving a moral compass, ensuring that advancements in
medical research align with human values and societal wellbeing. By addressing dilemmas related to medical treatments,
and research protocols, Bioethics safeguards individual rights, fosters transparency, and promotes responsible
innovation. Inessence, it is the cornerstone that harmonizes scientific progress with ethical principles, ultimately shaping
a more humane and equitable future.

The University has assumed National leadership in dental bioethics and is steering the course of spreading awareness at
all levels. University have also Incorporated the Bioethics in its curriculum for dental students and is the first institute
to do so. Many collaborations with specialty associations have been done to spread awareness. Both the national dental
Bioethics unit and Bioethics unit at Santosh Deemed to be University are one example of how symbolized efforts can
give good outcomes.

| express gratitude to C.M.D. Sir Dr. P. Mahalingam and Vice Chairman sir Dr. Santosh Mahalingam for their esteemed
vision and support to fulfill their passion. | also thank the National Dental Bioethics Committee and dedicated institution
faculties for showing due diligence in bioethics.

International Advisory Council
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